
 In the fall of one year, I presided at an afternoon wedding at Saint Francis Xavier Church 

in Kotzebue. Afterwards, the reception was held outdoors, and we were blessed with beautiful 

weather. The party lasted to the wee hours of the next morning. As the sun set and it began to get 

colder, I bowed out, but the joyous celebration continued on with many who had flown in for the 

wedding enjoying the opportunity to celebrate with people from outside the region who had 

come so far for the wedding. This was a long wedding reception by Alaskan standards but pales 

in comparison to the wedding feast of Cana. 

 In Cana, the wedding was not a single day event but stretched out for three days. People 

traveled far to come to the wedding and were in no hurry to return. The bride and groom needed 

to plan in advance so that they would be able to offer hospitality for the length and breadth of the 

celebration. It is easy to understand how a miscalculation might result in the wine running out 

early. 

 On the third day the wine ran short. It is no mere coincidence that, the shortage appeared 

on the third day. When we hear of the third day, we might draw a connection with the 

resurrection. Jesus died on the cross. He descended to the dead and broke the bonds that held 

people captive. He liberated the dead from sin. And Jesus rose on the third day.  

 “The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints 

who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they 

entered the holy city and appeared to many” (Mt 27:51-53). We are aware of the joy of the 

followers of Jesus when they finally understood he had risen from the dead. Imagine the 

celebration of all of those who had fallen asleep. The gates of heaven were opened and the 

heavenly banquet in eternity awaited them.   

 But let’s not jump to far ahead in the story. The Wedding Feast of Cana occurred at the 

very beginning of the public ministry of Jesus. Mary shows great sensitivity to all at the party in 

asking her son to help with the shortage of wine.  

• Last week when we celebrated the Baptism of Jesus, “heaven was opened and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Lk 3:21-22).  

• Mary is also pleased with her son. She is keenly aware of his divine and human 

nature. And like the Father, she understands it is time for a sign.  

“This story of replacement [of water used for] Jewish ceremonial washings presents the initial 

revelation about Jesus at the outset of his ministry. He manifests his glory; [and] the disciples 

believe” (note to Jn 2:1-11). 

 At the beginning, water is changed into wine to extend the joy of the banquet. At the end 

of his life, at the Lord’s Supper and at the hour of his Passion, wine will be changed into the 

Blood of Jesus. Water purifies, the Blood of Christ is poured out for the forgiveness of our sins. 

When we gather for Mass, the priest acting in the person of Jesus adds water to the wine, invokes 

the Holy Spirit and prays the words of Jesus so that both bread and wine become the Body and 

Blood of Christ. We are invited to the heavenly banquet each week. We are asked to share in the 

abundance by worthily receiving Holy Communion. 

 In Cana, Mary spoke to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5). These wise 

words of Mary, apply to us as well. Let us briefly recall some of what Jesus teaches: 

• “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will find it” (Mt 16:24-25). Jesus can transform the crosses in our lives into the choicest 



of wines. In addition to Jesus’ sign, we also must pour out our lives in service of the 

Gospel. 

•  “Rise, take up your mat, and walk” (Jn 5:8). Jesus healed a paralytic on the sabbath. 

Jesus is showing us the kind of work appropriate to the sabbath, corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy. 

• Later Jesus finds this same man in the temple area and said to him.  “Look, you are well; 

do not sin any more, so that nothing worse may happen to you” (Jn 5:14). Will Jesus find 

you in the church on Sunday? Healed of sin that paralyzes, will you make a firm purpose 

of amendment to try and sin no more?  

• “Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be wasted” (Jn 6:12). In the 

multiplication of the loaves Jesus fed five thousand. Like the boy who offered his five 

barley loaves and two fish, we are called to be generous to a fault and share what we 

have. With a little generosity on our part, the Lord can multiply our efforts to reach out to 

many more than we can imagine. 

 

With the help of his mother, Jesus began his ministry with the first sign in Cana in 

Galilee. With the help of Mary, Mother of the Church, to encourage us, we are invited to respond 

to Jesus, to the Word of God. All things are possible with the help of God.  When we respond in 

faith, Jesus can reveal his glory in our lives and others may begin to believe in him.  


